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HE pleasant p'rl was
Bitting en the
her back atainst a
pile ef driftwood,
sketching. Before)
her tli" surf crow ned

breakers of the Pa-cif-

thundered on
the shore; th ppray
flims skyward hissed
and sparkled
tlie sun of a New

Zealand Riimm"-'- s

That besides her
occupied the Pleasant Glrl'e

mind was evident the way In
tli eh flic occasionally tt.rneii (it

and glanced toward path vind-- j
Ing up the face of the rllfT. path
led to tit" she and her
par were

She had iBsii.-- a command at
that she WSJ not tu lie disturbed

sfternoon tea. The command had
been obeyed, nnd in ronsetiuonee the
Pl .asunt nirl fe't distinctly bored.
Phe locked at her watch, and flnd'ne
he had two of solitude he-- ,

fere her hoenn tc, miife Idtv as she
fl.n wo-p- q

Tlie fortnight of her sta at the
hot hail by no means been without
Incident; durlneh first w eek she had
had inn propnsHls. and had
ore pair rf cirg; evidently she was a
d'cCnrt The weekshe
was upon hand and At
r -- st had all beer, stilcudld.
thought hut now the nnvel'v was
Waning her afternoon of en-

forced sn'ieMp wrs sf"1 nti
tint. Mi tl.e hetl who hv h's apparent
Itldlfferene to her presence pinned
her curiosity; to hr'f she
h m "The FxcoM'cnal "

That he W'a pasahv
loflepg th PVasant Olrl
that she did l'ke r,enitM IWlmmef
Wht) wore immaculate
Phe knew hut rest of his life
a tfef eves

a nf white Se turnsd
her head and locked man tn

was alone th
tnwor.1. her- - eomerne had d'scheved
he- - w'oh ho was
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was free to all. She resumed her
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The Bgceptlon Ftrolled alnnc the

beach, pipe In mouth, and a magasine
under his arm, and noticed her with
passing Interest, for be was a lazy
creature who never troubled other
people unless they first troubled him:
Buch was the hctel verdict.

The Pleasant r.iM continued to
sketch, the brim of her Panama hat
toward the disturber Within a few
yards of her h. hnlted and seated
himself on the sand, propp'tn h'B
shoulders acalpst the continuation of
the same pte 0f driftwood as that
aealnst which she was lean'ne

She twisted her brush In the water
pot beside her and staled his fare.

lie turned over the pages of Ii'b
mntHzlne and yawned.

Her suspicions were confirmed; he
was certainly a very lazy youn? man,
which was a pity, as h" had a capable
face and looked anything but a dream-
er.

The Pleasant O'rl poised her brush,
and then, choosing an unsuitable col-
or, went cn worklnc. quite forgetting
to look at the BPa which her sketch
w.a Intended to represent.

The picture finished, she drtaehed
her sketch from the block Tha
breeze caught the Bheet and blew It,
ratf'tiE end leaping, over the drift-
wood

Boused bv the snend. the recep-
tion glanced up. and then rts't.r to
big feet captured the shept of paper
and sauntered tow ard her with It IB I

his hard
lien arrornoon, h aa'd. ra''ng

his slouch srav felt "Th s la yours
It Is rather eood ,"

"Thank von." she rep'led. taklnz her
work from him "My frieniB consider
mv work verv good."

"Prptiul'red "

She elar.ced at h'm and bit h'r llpe.
anrrved

"Pon't von find the sun rather hot?"
she 'rnulred

"It !s rather warm." h repllod.
strok'ne Ills mustache with hl pipe
(tern

"It is rroler heneah those rocks "

"Thark vou. I prefer to stay here."
He sat down within a few feet of

he- - and onened his magarlne.
Por a momrnt the Plrant nirl'B

face belled her title as she drew In
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piimur to Biicceed myself, ami will,
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my i rd sin l" a bi n a mem-
ber of Congress from the old Third
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ther Blurts and looked cut to ea with

blghtened color. She Was not accus-
tomed to rudeness.

Ab for th Exception, he was en-
grossed In bis magazine.

She hunted In the bag. which con-
tained her sketching outfit, and fouud
her battered copy of poms, which she

.opened; bIio was determined not to
be driven away

Fur some time they both read In
silence, and thn the Ex, eptlon re-
filled and lit blB p!pe.

The bree'o which fluttered the
leaves of their hoiks whirled the
Rmoke from his pipe Inland: It also
caused the little brown curia at the

nape of the Pleasant tllrla to
dance and glimmer in the sunshine.

The Exception his eyes on
those curls.

The silence became burdensome.
"Mist Pleasant Oirl," he said

name la Laura Mason," she re-pll-td

with dignity.
"I k:.ow it li, but the other namo la

much better."
He addreeBed her back, she waa si-

lent
The leaves of her fluttering In
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the w ind suggest! d topic.
He refilled ai d lit his pipe.
"May I ask what juu are reading. ,"

he lng,u:red.
Shu was not rending, but she held

the book o er her shoulder bo that
read the title

"Tennyson. Do you read much?"
The movement of her shoulder

Irritation, und ttnu ehe turned
her

"I read books When I am bored,"
she said, coldly.

The Exception lav hack on the drift-
wood and chuckled,

"That H When I write them," he

RHi; LIKED A Gou SWIMMER.

neck

fixed

"My

book

bead

Her face expressed disbelief.
"Scientific works, I suppose ''
"Well, t ey du d.l with science In

a way," said the Exception, tilting
the brim of IiIb bat In order to hav
a better view of the Pleasant Girl s
fa-- e aa she looked at him over her
shoulder.

HIb eyes twinkled as he continued:
"They deal with the science of pleas-
ing."

The Pleasant Uirl smiled. "Indeed, "

ebe said.
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First

The Exception k
face

"They are. most of

-- ,ain fron

ept hit, eyes on her

them, ( hildreii H

books " In explained.
Now, happily for her own sake, the

Pleasant Girl was still a child at
heart. do.piti her assumed worldly
manner!, Also to her an author was
a being ,f romance living In a wonder-
ful world of his own creation. Sim
leaned toward him, bl r face bright
with Interest.

' I love then Do tell me the titles
of some, and will write them down,"
she said, eacerly.

At the third title she clapped her
hands and her eyes spark i d

"Oh, how splendldt " th, cried
"Kancj your writing tho 'Joy
Stories:'

The Exception lay und blinked at
her. he looked Inz er than ever, his
mi ustache hid a mm Is He glanced at
his watch and then rose to his feet

"It Is afternoi n tea time," he said
"I nm koIiie for a swim Ooodbl
0 hesitated "Miss Pleasant Girl."

She watched bin hs he sauntered,
off toward the i tlp bathing sh"d be
neath the cllffH, and then gathering
Up her trnps start, ! to climb up th'i
c'lff path to the hotel Below he-- ,
wave-lo- t ue. his Wei arms I, learning In
the sun, iwarn the Exception.

She wat' hed h'm admiringly as he
rose iver the breaker!, for she was a
capital Bwlmm'r herself and then she
continued her climb.

Her cheek" plowed a she recollect-
ed the afternoon's Interchanos of
rudeness, but ah" etc,,se, him. for,
after all, he was the Exception,

Scvernl davs had passed since the
conversation on the bpach, and the
Pleasant flirt was xtremeiy annoyed,
as since then the Exception had c ap e.
Iv 'token to her.

She had Convinced here'f that
chance was nt responsible for their
a etlns. and she would have I ked to
add h'm to the ranks of her willing
attendants So far sh" had failed,
though, fortunateiv nn 0ne but her-
self knew of her discomfiture.

As the tide was out she descended
to the sh re and climbed over the
roikv whose pcoll never f , d to

her Polling on th too
of the rock the Plea-,n- t Olrl o t I

about her, and suddenly ber pulses

Oltliltmma ll'illliel
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ned
Exception, lying

i.lill I till Ml

lie --,i'i ,1 till the I,

and iu IN

(jim ki , not f.

1.

r from her was the
outatri lolled on a

ruck In the sun.
A fTec ting unconsciousness of his

presence, she nailed until she felt
sui" that lie bad seen her, and then
descended and picked her way to a
deep pool, whose delight! of variegat-
ed s aa eed never failed her

While peering Into Its clear depths
her feet slipped, ami with a scream
and a wild Clutch at the a:r she dls
appeared

She aros" gasping and feeling the
nick beneath hand grasped tt,
while with the Other she da.-lu- d the
wnte- - from her ees

On the rock above her. Immaculate
and dry, stood the Exception, vim

with a smile as though lie were
reproving an erring child

A glance at his face was luffli lent
for her gathering tog' ther her drip-
ping skirt-- , she returned to the ho-

tel The Exoeption merely chuckled,
for he knew that Bhe was a Bp endld
BWlBUDl r

Mrs Mason met her drlnp'ng daugh-
ter and hurried her upstairs to change
The Pleasant Olrl went on ber moth-er'- s

tireast. for her scheme had failed
and In a few days' tlm they were
leaving

Anvry and humiliated, she remained
Indoors until tie evening, when she
at neared at the dinner table na though
nothing troubled h r beyond the stm'v
of the menu A'ter dinner she shunned
other company than Lb it of her par-- ,

't- - and accompanied them into the
r Ian

. (hey wn'Ved among th" tmot ih
Exception strolled past 'aim a"d si-

lent The P'pieant O'rl rsueM her
i ri lb as the fragrance of lr cigar
reached her nostrils T"' moments
raas'd "Laura." sa'd Mfl Maon
"t have some little mattc-- i to dlacnsa
with father Yr u c.an w aif here " and
sh" drew her ties!,- 1. IWgf to look
nt l,e monel'vht n the oea

The Pleasant G''l f 't ! A and s't-tlp-

down on Rtt UtOCCUn'ed
fantied heroe'f for hp u'eht WaS
w: rtn Her ' of ,Mt hd
W',v t,, one of sen of 'no. tier eves
smarted end she tun vert te drown her-ee'- f

'n th" sea hoe murmur mit"
gflftty to her e,ra

See';, he nll h'm 'n th
garden, th Exception had turned and
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" i 'tin .1 dl ,i at Ins home hi re tonight
lie
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nrld ants t lei . U s

watched them.
Retracing his steps, he found th

I'll a san I Girl alone; a f, rlurn llttl
Bgun with brighter eyes than usual

He dropped the end of his cigar oc
the ground and extinguished it wlti
bis foot

"t;,i' d evening," he sa "I heat
that you are leaving The remainder
cf mv visit win in- - rather dull
vou:- - company; you amii"e me"

Bhe Shut lor fan with a snap: to
have him across the face with
It Wi 'i ,1 ive given her Infinite pleas-
ure

"It' ally' I hardly thought ta m
comr.anv added tn th sum of Vfttn
amusement." she replied loldlv

lie laughed and seated himself he.
side her "Let us Ht leait he pleas-
ant to each rther "

Bhe swept hfc "k'rte as'.'n
"d rtainlv wi von begin?"
"Vc and flreth there ' a mattr

ut.op which I should t ks to ask vour
on Ifi 'on "

"I 'I'd not know Von cared for oth-

er peonlgaj oe'ntons "
"in this Instance I do. and a 'n

..,,1 1,,,-- t t' h rl'ce,,od la t femltteg
on,, a woman's onlnlon irnon a mem'
t,er n' her own sex Is gpne1tv "1- -

fo-- e-

"Whst ironm a Mte" TV.A

.f i.,
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s

d

h
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'Ir .... tore linr'"
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"t hxrl.. "Irn tP rrt11 " ee

aeee t.t h. ' ee 's
is called the Pteaeaal CMtl."

he sa'd


